Dear SPF SIG Community Partner (CP),

In preparation for the next round of Community Level Instrument (CLI) data collection, which will begin on July 1, 2008, we would like to inform you of a significant procedural change that we made to the CLI based on our experiences during the first round of data collection.  Namely, we have moved Part I, Question 180, which asks about interventions implemented during the reporting period, and Part II, Q21, which asks about the strategy the intervention employs, to a new task which you must complete and have approved by the cross-site team before you will be able to access Parts I and II of the survey. 

We made this revision in an effort to prevent the numerous requests to change intervention information that we encountered during the first round of data collection.  These changes, which were typically requested after Part I of the CLI was submitted, included adding interventions, deleting interventions, and changing intervention strategy classifications.  In our experience, making these changes increased respondent burden, as well as proving time and resource intensive for the cross-site team.  By moving these questions up front and providing proactive review and technical assistance, we hope to make the process more efficient for everyone.  In addition, we hope this change will promote use of standard intervention names and ensure consistent classification of interventions across communities.    

Once data collection begins, you will be asked to confirm your profile information and then will proceed to the ‘tasks’ tab.  Next, you will launch the task labeled ‘Q180.’  If you have previously entered interventions, you will see them listed and will be asked to indicate whether or not they are still active. New and returning communities will also be able to add newly implemented interventions. Communities that have not yet begun implementing interventions will indicate this by checking a box to this effect.  Please note that until this information is completed and approved, you will not be able to access Part I or II of the survey.

It is important that you enter all of your interventions as accurately as possible.  To assist you with your answers, we have attached a guidance document intended to help you determine whether or not the activities you’re conducting are considered interventions, as well as addressing how activities should be grouped into interventions.  Please note that once you save and exit the Q180 task, you will not be able to re-enter it to make changes until the cross-site team reviews your entries.  Please plan ahead to provide the cross-site team with sufficient time to review your interventions so that we can approve your responses, or work with you to revise them, before you set aside time to respond to Parts I and II of the survey. 

We would be happy to discuss this change, as well as discuss intervention naming and strategy classification with you and other SPF SIG communities within your State.  If you are interested in scheduling a conference call, please notify your State administrator and have him/her contact me to arrange a mutually convenient time for a group call. If the State administrator does not feel a group call is necessary, you may contact me directly (cli@mayatech.com or 301-587-1600) for assistance.

Thank you for your time.

Shelly Kowalczyk, MSPH 
Senior Research Associate 
Center for Community Prevention and Treatment Research 
The MayaTech Corporation 
1100 Wayne Avenue, Suite 900 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
301.587.1600

